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1. Tax laws provide tax benefits for certain
kinds of income and allow special deductions and
credits for certain expenses.  These benefits can
drastically reduce some taxpayers’ tax obligations. 
The Alternative Minimum Tax attempts to ensure that
anyone who benefits from these tax advantages pays
at least a minimum amount of tax.

2. Congress created the AMT in 1969,
targeting a small number of high-income taxpayers
who could claim so many deductions they owed little
or no income tax.

3. Because the AMT is not indexed for
inflation, a growing number of middle-income
taxpayers are discovering they are subject to the
AMT.

4. You may have to pay the AMT if your
taxable income for regular tax purposes plus any
adjustments and preference items that apply to you
are more than the AMT exemption amount.

5. The AMT exemption amounts are set by
law for each filing status.

6. For tax-year 2008, Congress raised the
alternative minimum tax exemption to the following
levels:

    * $69,950 for a married couple filing a joint return
and qualifying widows and widowers

    * $46,200 for singles and heads of household

    * $34,975 for a married person filing separately

* * * * *

Special Offer

Representation by an attorney is included in
the fee for every tax return prepared by EARLE LAW
OFFICES.  Attorney representation of taxpayer clients
includes representation at audit, administrative
appeal, or civil litigation.1

Tax controversy services are also available
in cases where the disputed return was prepared by
the taxpayer or a third party.

Further information on tax preparation and
tax controversy services offered by EARLE LAW
OFFICES is available at: www.EarleLaw.com/tax.

Please call EARLE LAW OFFICES today to
schedule an appointment to have your 2008 tax
returns prepared.

Earle Law Offices provides trial and appellate
litigation, as well as non-litigation, legal services in the areas of
business law, family law, real estate law, tax law, and trusts and
estates.
 

* Mr. Earle is licensed to practice law in all California
state trial and appellate courts, the United States Supreme Court,
the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth and Ninth
Circuits, federal trial courts in the Northern District of California,
and the United States Tax Court.  He has also served as a Judge

1  Taxpayer representation during audit, administrative
appeal, or civil litigation is subject to certain conditions,
limitations, and restrictions relating to applicable rules of
professional conduct and practice.  Fees for tax return preparation
exclude tax controversy representation/litigation in cases where the
controversy arises as a result of information or data concealed or
withheld from, or not provided to, EARLE LAW OFFICES.



Pro Tempore for the Santa Clara Superior Court.  In addition to
practicing law, Mr. Earle  is also a licensed Real Estate Broker.
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